NEWSLETTER & CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR NELSON AND MUNSONVILLE   

[Wednesday, December 9, 2009] 

==============================

   IMPORTANT!
==============================

If you have an appointment this evening with the Selectmen, or a meeting at the Town Hall this evening, please call ahead.  Due to the storm, the offices may not open.
847-0047
==============================     

  SPECIAL – FOR THE HOLIDAYS
==============================

On Monday, December 14th, you are all cordially invited to join the Nelson School Family on Monday December 14th at 1:15 at the Nelson School for our first annual Holiday Sing-A-Long.  

Rather than the kids performing for you, this will instead be an opportunity to come together and sing holiday songs as a community. 

Jennifer Hed, Nelson School's fabulous new music teacher, will be leading us.  So bring your festive voices and spirits and join us!   

Just so that we can get a little bit of an idea of what are numbers might be, please  RSVP if you plan to attend (847-3408),      but also feel free to come at the last minute even if you haven't.

==============================     

  AND THE WINNERS ARE …
==============================

Congratulations to Judy Putnam and Barney Quigley.  They are the lucky winners of the Art Raffle recently held by Moving In Step.  Judy has first choice of the paintings created by Sue Kingsbury and Sienna Giffin, as her name was drawn first at the Pot Luck last Thursday evening.
Those who attended last Thursday’s Pot Luck were also invited to vote for the cover design of the soon to be published Town Directory.  Drawings were submitted by the students of Nelson Elementary School, and all were absolutely fabulous!  The top three vote getters will be announced to the students first, on the last day of school before the holiday break.  Then, the Phone Book Committee will publish those names in the newsletter on the same day.  The Town Directory will be published in early to mid January 2010.
==============================

   ONCE UPON A TIME …
==============================

Once upon a time, in the town of Nelson, a wonderful tradition was born.
Nine years ago or so, the callers and dancers at a Monday Nite Contra Dance realized that Christmas was going to fall on a Monday that year.  Imagine the dilemma!  Nelson has always held a public contra dance on Monday nights.  If they were to skip Christmas, then the world record would end.  Not wishing to jeopardize the record, and wishing to see good friends and family again, the tradition began!

It’s a Christmas night dance.  It starts at the usual 8pm time.  This year Bob MacQuillen will be on piano, Amy Cann will be on fiddle with plenty of guest musicians and callers.  It’s always a good night!

In Val’s words:  “The traditional evening of dance ends around 10:30.  And the fun goes on!  There is a dessert potluck at our house (Tom & Val's behind the church), and this party has been known to go on for hours.

One year we had three feet of snow.  But Bob MacQuillen drove up for the dance, Don Primrose showed up to call and there was a family visiting from New York that wanted to dance on Christmas Day.  We couldn't get into the hall because of the snow, so we moved the furniture from our living room and Bob played his accordion.  That night was my favorite of all the Christmas dances.”
This story about one of Nelson’s traditions was submitted by Val Van Meier.
==============================     

  CALENDAR - THE BEST OF DECEMBER
==============================


THE USUAL – 

Plan to attend the Monday Nite Contra Dances, held every Monday evening at 8:00 pm in the Nelson Town Hall.  Admission is $3.00.
Unless otherwise noted, the Town Hall will be open during their regular business hours all month.  The notation of Special Hours can be read below.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
   PLANNING BOARD  

Dec 10 – 7:00 pm 

The Planning Board will meet 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
   ‘NOWELL SING WE CLEAR’ 

Friday, December 11th - 

The Monadnock Folklore Society presents ‘Nowell Sing We Clear’ at 8:00 PM at the Dublin Community Church. 

Admission is $15 (regular admission) and $12 for senior citizens, youth & advance internet sales.

‘Nowell Sing We Clear’ celebrates Christmas as it was known for centuries in Britain and North America and as it continues in many places to the present.   
For more information, point your cursor to:  http://monadnockfolk.org 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

   CHRISTMAS BAZAAR  
Dec 12 – 9:00 am until 1:00 pm – The Chapel By The Lake  

The Munsonville Ladies’ Group will hold its annual Christmas Bazaar at the Chapel By The Lake.  The Bazaar will be on December 12th this year and will run from 9:00 am until 1:00 pm.  A soup & sandwich lunch will be offered.  

Make your plans now and mark your calendar to attend this annual event and to finish up your holiday shopping.  There will be many hand-made gifts from which to choose, a Baked Cookie Walk in which to participate, and a raffle to round out the day’s events.  
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -     
Dec 11 & 12   

We hope you'll come to our Animaterra Winter Concert: One Love
Details:
Friday, Dec. 11, 2009 at the Peterborough Unitarian Universalist Church, 25 Main Street, Peterborough, NH at 7:30 pm
Saturday, Dec. 12, 2009 at the Keene Unitarian Universalist Church, 69 Washington Street, Keene, NH at 7:30 pm

Suggested donation: $10, students/seniors: $6
Lap-sitting children free

Please bring a non-perishable food item for the local food pantries.
A portion of the proceeds will go to Many Options of Keene. 

For more information, visit our web site at www.animaterrasings.org
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
Dec 12 through 20  

Faculty Art Exhibit and Benefit Art Sale  

Featuring:  two Nelson Art teachers, Sienna M Giffin and Marilise Reilly Fajal  

Wellness Center 9 Elm Street, Keene, NH 03431
Opening reception will be Saturday December 12, 2009 5:00-7 PM 

20% of the sales will benefit The MoCo School of Art Programs
Hope you all will stop by!      
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
   2ND SATURDAY CONTRA DANCE  

Dec 12 – Nelson Town Hall – 7:30 pm

Nils Fredland will call to music by Ethan Hazzard-Watkins and Brendan Taaffe.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
   CONSERVATION COMMISSION  

Dec 15 – 7:00 pm

The Conservation Commission will meet this evening.

Contact Bert Wingerson.   847-9945.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
   NELSON SOLSTICE PARTY 

Dec 19 – 7:00 pm at the Nelson Town Hall

‘Out With the Old,

In with the New’

Celebrating the beginning of the season with the usual frivolity.

A concert featuring local musicians opens the evening’s events, with many highlights to follow including dancing, of course.

Bring a dessert to share and your dancing shoes.

Sponsored by The Monadnock Folklore Society

Admission:  $5.00

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

   NELSON TOWN BAND 

   CHRISTMAS CONCERT  

Dec 20 – 4:00 pm until 5:00 pm at the Nelson Town Hall  

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
   LIBRARY BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP 

Dec 21 – 10:30 am - Olivia Rodham Memorial Library

The Book Group will be discussing Haven Kimmel’s “A Girl Named Zippy”.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
   *** SPECIAL HOURS FOR THE TOWN OFFICES  *** 
Dec 21 – Nelson Town Hall  

This Monday, the Town Offices will be open from 5:00 pm until 7:00 pm with the regular weekly Selectmens’ Meeting to be held at 7:00 pm.  Tuesday hours will remain the same.

On Wednesday, December 23rd, the Town Offices will be closed, and there will be no Selectmens’ Meeting.   The Town Offices will remain closed through Christmas Day.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
   SCHOOL HOLIDAY BREAK  

Dec 24 – Jan 03  

SAU 29 Holiday Break 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
   CANDLELIGHT SERVICE

   NELSON CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

Dec 24 – 7:00 pm 

For more details, please call 847-3280

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
   PANCAKE BREAKFAST TO BENEFIT THE NELSON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 6TH GRADE  

Our next sumptuous Pancake Breakfast will be held in the Multi-Purpose Room of the Nelson Elementary School on January 2nd, 2010.  

Ring in the New Year in style.  Gather with your friends and neighbors beginning at 8:00 am to enjoy a First of the Year celebration.  Admission is $7.00 per delicious plate.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
   MISSING SOMETHING?  
You can always check the calendars at the Town of Nelson website, http://townofnelson.com, or the Moving In Step Calendar, 

http://movinginstep.org/forum/index.php?action=calendar
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
   NEW ON THE WEBSITE
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
When you reach the website at movinginstep.org you may notice a new section near the bottom of the page.  This section is called ‘There’s a Page For That’, sort of like that commercial ‘there’s an app for that’.  What it is actually, is a series of questions about the website and about Moving In Step itself.  These questions and answers will rotate weekly.  

You are invited to email your questions to admin@movinginstep.org, and then visit http://movinginstep.org to read the answer.  Have fun!!

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

This email calendar of events is sponsored by Moving In Step to foster community spirit.  

Please email newsletter@movinginstep.org to have your group or group meeting to be included.

